


HOLY COW! 

Some Sharks Can Live for Hundreds of Years 
If the Mayflower passed by a baby Greenland shark in 1620, and if sharks 
could talk, this one CQuid still tell the tale. That's because, according to a new 
study in Science, Greenland sharks have just copped the award for longest­
living vertebrate, with at least one who lived an estimated 400 years. 

Greenland sharks, as their name suggests, favor the waters of the cold 
North Atlantic . They are a widely distributed species and among the bruisers 
of the shark world, measuring 13 to 16 feet at maturity. 

In order to determine if the sharks are indeed as old as they seem, a team 
of researchers studied the remains of 28 female Greenland sharks, looking 
at the lenses of the animals' eyes. The shark's lens is formed in utero and 
contains radioactive carbon-14 that was extant at the time. That means that 
carbon-14 dating-how much has decayed since the lens of the eye was 
formed-can serve as an accurate marker of the animal's age. 
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